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“Gulf of Mexico: A Focus on Community Recovery and News Response Technology.”

Chairman Hastings, welcome to Louisiana and thank you for your leadership and decision to

bring the Committee to Houma.

I thank the hosts of today’s hearing: Terrebonne Parish President Michele Claude and Houma-

Terrebonne Civic Center Director Janel Ricca.

I also thank the many people from Coastal Louisiana here today for attending this important

hearing and sharing their opinions on our jobs, our coast, and our way of life.

On Wednesday, we will mark the one-year anniversary of the tragic Deepwater Horizon disaster.

April 20, 2010 marked one of the darkest days in our history.

All of us along the Gulf Coast continue to mourn the 11 lives lost that fateful day, and we pray

for their families and loved ones.

As we grieve, we also yearn for the day when our oil and gas workers can return to work and

provide for their families.

When these men and women return to the platforms, they must return to a workplace that is safer
than it was before. Due to the efforts of Helix, the Marine Well Containment Company, and all
those who drill offshore, we’re getting there. The drilling industry is safer than ever before.

However, as positive as these efforts are, they really only address the protection of the
environment; these efforts don’t address the safety of the lives of the men and women working

on the platforms who are delivering the energy for tomorrow’s economy.

As the Representative for our oil and gas workers, I am bound to protect the men and women
working on the rigs. They are not only my constituents; they are also my neighbors, my fellow

parishioners, and some of my closest friends.

As you all know, I am and have been fully committed to fighting for their jobs. I could not look
them in the eye or myself in the mirror — if, at the same time, I am not fighting to make sure they
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come home to their families after they spent weeks out in the Gulf working to provide the energy
our nation needs to create jobs.

For this reason, I introduced H.R. 1572 — the “Offshore Installation Emergency Evacuation Act”
— legislation that would require a standby vessel to be stationed within 12 miles of offshore
drilling installations.

This bill recognizes that the most valuable resource in the Gulf of Mexico is not the oil and gas
underneath the Gulf, but the men and women who are willing to risk their lives to extract it.
Congressman Tauzin recognized this fact 25 years ago when he introduced similar legislation.

I have spent countless hours talking to roughnecks asking them about drilling safety in a post-
Deepwater Horizon world. They have expressed the fact that the lessons learned from the
accident were immediately incorporated by the industry into the yearly, monthly, and daily
safety meetings that they participate in. What concerns them are the factors which have not been
addressed.

You see when an accident occurs, we tend to focus only on the direct cause of the accident. We
sometimes fail to look around to see if the accident does not bring into focus additional ancillary
dangers. Again, we have spent countless hours and millions of dollars on studies focusing on
protecting the environment, but have not focused on measures to protect the lives of the men and
women who have dedicated themselves to producing our nation’s energy.

Congressman Tauzin is not the only one who believed these regulations are necessary. Last year,
Lt. Commander Michael Odom of the United States Coast Guard told a joint USCG-MMS board
investigating the Deepwater Horizon accident that standby vessels should be required. This
sentiment is also supported by the official reports from the United States Coast Guard’s Marine
Board and National Transportation Safety Board’s investigation of previous accidents.

I recognize that standby vessels are not a complete solution to drilling emergencies. However,
helicopters and lifeboats are not complete solutions either. We need a third leg of the worker
protection stool, a reliable vessel on scene that can quickly assist in times of emergency.

Remember that Deepwater Horizon was equipped with a full complement of lifeboats and life
rafts, yet men still made the unimaginable decision to jump for their lives.

Had the Damon Bankston not been delivering drilling mud, these men would have been in the
water for at least one hour and seven minutes — the time it took for the first Coast Guard
helicopter to reach the rig.

The Deepwater Horizon accident happened at night, and the helicopters spent a lot of fuel just to
get to there. There is no guarantee that these assets would have been able to locate or recover all
the men who jumped over the rail. My legislation would guarantee that every man who commits
his life to extracting our nation’s energy is met by an equal commitment that, no matter what
might happen on the rig, a vessel will be waiting to safely take him home.

I yield back the balance of my time.



